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NAA NEWSLETTER 
JUNE 2010
Welcome to the new season with Newbury Angling Association and a special welcome to any new members.  We can start the new season with some very good news as the required changes have been made to the byelaws governing the SSSI at Thatcham Reed beds which means that we can now officially lift the restrictions on fishing in the close season on the Widmead complex.  The changes were made on the back of the Marine Bill which was helped through its parliamentary progress by Martin Salter MP who is a member of NAA and to whom we are very grateful for his continued support.  Martin has decamped to Australia for a couple of years so we wish him well in his new venture.   We received official notification too late to make any changes to the current close season but the Committee has decided that the lakes will be open all year round from the start of this season (June 2010). We have a mandate to make these changes as some of you may remember that when the possibility of all year round opening was discussed a few years ago we held a ballot and the majority of replies were in favour of abolishing the close season on all waters where it was allowed.   However, due to the SSSI byelaws we were subsequently only allowed to open Rawlings Retreat, Bellwood, Avington canal at Hungerford and Palletts Pool.  From now on all waters will be open except the Kennet and Avon canal east of Kintbury and the rivers.  
 The lakes will be open all year round except for short periods of time during the winter months when there may have to be managed closures to allow essential maintenance to take place and we also may need to have closures on a planned rotational basis to allow rest periods.  We plan to put some proposals on how we intend to manage this to you the members at the Open Forum to be held on 6th October and then following this discussion have an agreed programme in place that can go out to members with the 2011 AGM notices.  We look forward to some early tench and bream fishing on the Widmead complex next year.
Fisheries
We continue to follow the 5 year plan and stocking policy and have spent a considerable sum of money on new fish stocks for many of our lakes over the winter months.  We have stocked 500 bream, 300 tench, 600 crucians, and 500 roach into Alders as well as moved 150lb of silver fish from Warwick’s into Alders and 25 carp from Warwick’s into Willow’s.  Knott’s had an injection of 250 Bream and 150 tench and Dobson’s had 200 Bream and 125 tench.  We also stocked 27 Carp into Bellwood.     We plan to top up the fish stocks again where necessary during the coming season as well.   On Alders we have installed some cormorant deterrents in the form of ropes and floats as well as under water fish havens to prevent predation of the stocked fish.  

We will also reinstate the portable toilet at the start of the season on Rawlings Retreat so it is available over the busy summer months, the one on Bellwood will remain.  We have also restarted the mink trapping programme as we had reports of mink seen around the lakes.   We are aware that we have a resident otter at Hambridge and it has been seen a bit further afield, we were aware of its presence long before it hit the local paper and the mink traps used are otter friendly.

Those of you that have visited Rawlings retreat will see that Warwick’s Lake has changed dramatically.   We had an incident when fish were seen gasping on the surface in distress so aeration pumps were installed and the EA were promptly called.  The problem was identified as low oxygen levels and the remedy advised was to remove overhanging trees and vegetation in order to increase the air flow over the lake surface and also to clear as much debris from the water as possible.  The leaf fall from overhanging trees and a build up of marginal silt as well as algae had caused the depletion of oxygen.  So we have taken the advice and had a major clearance programme and now replanting of small manageable shrubs and marginal plants has taken place.  It may look a bit denuded at the moment but like Willows it will soon recover and plants are already re-establishing themselves. Thanks go to those whose prompt action meant we did not lose any fish and also thanks to those willing volunteers who have spent so much of their time making sure that this lake will be ready for fishing again as soon as possible.  We have also invested in a meter to measure oxygen levels so will be monitoring our waters regularly from now on. 
During the autumn anglers reported that bream caught in Dobson’s were showing signs of a disease.  An affected fish was caught and photos of were sent to the EA who diagnosed a fish louse problem and no action was advised.  Subsequently the problem resolved and no fish were lost.

Maintenance work is also taking place on many of the lakes and rivers.  Swims are being rebuilt where required, fallen trees are being removed from the water and bank side vegetation trimmed back, it surprising how much line and terminal tackle has been recovered also several tethered fish were released that were attached to line had become entangled in underwater obstacles.  Thanks also go to the working party volunteers who also spend many hours making sure our waters are the envy of many other clubs.  Those of you that fish Speen Moors will be pleased to hear that a lot of work has been carried out over the winter months and access has been greatly improved 
Those barbel hunters amongst you will also have noticed that now Grundon’s are well under way with gravel extraction the Colthrop fishery has taken on the form of a lunar landscape.  Whilst we have managed to maintain good access around the fishery but we can no longer walk directly across the field at Brimpton so the walk to some of the swims is somewhat longer.  We hoped that in return for losing some of the direct access we would gain a car park close to Peg 1 but as yet nothing is forthcoming but we will continue to lobby for this.

Muddy Lane still is providing us with a headache as it is very rutted yet again.  This was not helped by British Waterways who used our gates via Knott’s to access the canal for major repairs to Widmead Lock.  We apologise to those members that had difficulty in accessing Widmead during the works but BW did promise that the culvert would be pumped out daily and despite many phone calls failed to do this on numerous occasions.  As recompense we did get some piling work done and alterations to the gate to the canal as well as some fencing repaired at the rear of Collin’s but as I write we are still waiting to get the lane reinstated back to its original condition which they did agree to do at the start of the contract.   We will continue to badger them to make the necessary improvements. 
Regulation changes and membership fees.
Following the issues that were raised at the open forum in January a few changes have been made to the regulations.  The concerns were that some members were inadequately equipped to deal with some of the large fish in our waters.   So we have tightened up on the regulations regarding landing nets and unhooking mats and we hope that all members will go prepared with an adequate sized landing net and unhooking mat suitable for the size of fish that they are likely to land.  It is in the interest of fish welfare that we ensure that all fish are returned safely and unharmed back to the water and do not suffer unnecessary stress due to being placed on stony ground or squeezed into a tea  spoon sized landing net.
Now that you have collected your permit you will know that it has cost a bit more this year.  The committee felt that the time was right to raise subscriptions as there had not been an increase for several years and as you know the cost of everything is on the up so having to contract out some major work costs us more and we wish to continue to invest in fish stocks the cost of which in also increasing.   As most of our water will now be available all the year round we still feel that the NAA permit is good value for money given the range and quality of the fishing that we provide. 
Match Scene by Martin Pallett
The match scene continues to be a great success and it will not be long now until the start of the new season and with it the start of the premier match event the Club Championship.  For those of you that regularly fish the championship it needs no introduction but for newcomers or those members who would like to take part and want to know more read on.  A couple of years ago the match scene as with many other clubs was in dire straits with only 2 or 3 anglers turning up for the old senior championship.  A radical solution was needed and it came in the form of the NAA club championship which has turned into a very buoyant and vibrant well attended match scene.  This year the payout is a guaranteed £600 for the winner, £300 for second and £100 for third with £150 for the top lady.  Just remember you only need to pay a match fee to enter and the pools are just for each individual match.  An added bonus is that the top 15 in the championship at the end of the season qualify for a one off match at the start of the new season known as the “fish off” with a guaranteed £200 for the winner.  This consists of two 3hour matches held on the same day one on Enborne Canal followed by a barbeque and finishing with one on Speen Moors.

The Championship is open to any NAA member including Juniors, Ladies and Associates.  Advice is always available if you are new to the scene or unsure of a venue you only need to ask either myself or Ade Ager as they are familiar with most venues. 
We think that there are not many clubs in the country that offer such a good competition so why not come along and give it a go, the matches are detailed on the permit and all you need to do is book in with the Match Secretary (Ade Ager) and turn up on the day.  We look forward to seeing you all at the start of the season. 

A big thank you to Ade Ager, Matt Tarrant, Roger and Adam Durnford, Brian Pallett, Linda Pallett, Nigel Westall and his team Jim Knott and John Cox for all their hard work in making our waters excellent match venues.
Website
The new website was launched at the AGM last year and has been very successful and thanks to Ray Wilton and Karen Smyth for all the work they have put in to keep it up and running.  We will attempt to keep the match results more up to date this season and I would encourage those of you that have access to a computer to log on and have a look now and again to see what is going on.  It is a good place for the members to air their views and to find out more about venues and how certain waters are fishing.  We have about 80 members registered and so far have over 700 posts on the forum.  The committee keeps an eye on what is being said and tries to respond with an official line where appropriate so hopefully you can get the answer to your question from the horse’s mouth.
Junior Open
As highlighted in the last news letter we are still suffering from a lack of juniors on our match scene and we have amalgamated junior matches with the club championship as so few were turning up to scheduled junior matches.  In an attempt to promote an interest in junior events we are holding a junior open match in the summer on Willows, Alders and Warwick’s to try to inspire some young anglers to take part in matches.  Even if you do not want to fish the match perhaps you may come along and see how a match is run and how it all works on a match day.   Application for an entry form is attached at the end of this newsletter so I would encourage all juniors to come along and fish this match as it promises to be an excellent event.   Hopefully this may boost our junior member numbers and spark some interest in the junior match scene. 
West Berks also continue to use our waters for junior and family days during the school holidays and big thanks go to Pat and Phil Smith who organise these successful introductory days. 
Thanks 
Those of you who were at the AGM will have heard that Bob Warwick a stalwart committee member, officer, FINS editor and trustee has decided to relinquish some of his duties and will be retiring as editor of FINS and as Treasurer at the end of the financial year.  Luckily he will be staying on the committee as a trustee as his many years of experience and knowledge are invaluable.  He provides a wealth insight into the history of the Association and will continue to be a highly valued member of the committee and we would like to publicly thank him for all his efforts that have been a major contribution to what NAA is today. Keith Moores will pick up the reins of FINS and this is a welcome back as Keith was the instigator of the magazine back in 1992.  We also welcome Alison Durnford back onto the committee as treasurer elect and she will take over the books at the end of this financial year.  On behalf of the members I would like to thank all of the committee members and volunteers who give up their valuable time to keep the Association running without whose efforts we would not be what we are today. 
We wish all our members a successful season with some memorable days fishing on NAA venues and if you catch something special please let us know
NAA  Committee
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please send me an entry form for Junior Open Match 2010 to be held on 15th August 2010
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Return to:- Pete Purton, 12 Penwood Heights, Highclere, Newbury, Berks
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