REGULATIONS

1. Status

1.1 These regulations have been set by the Committee under the authority contained in The Rules. Regulations may be introduced, amended and rescinded by the Committee at any time if the Committee feels it to be necessary in the interest of the Association or the good management of its waters.

2. Compliance and enforcement

2.1 Members and their guests are required to comply with the Rules of the Association and with these Regulations. A plea of ignorance as to the existence of these Regulations shall not be accepted as an excuse for evasion.

3. The Fishing Season

3.1 Trout fishing, with artificial dry fly only, shall commence on the 1st April and close on 30th September. Only two trout may be taken away on any one day. Capture of fish for sale is not permitted.

3.2 Coarse fishing shall commence on 16th June and close on 14th March following, except on those waters where the requirement for a close season has been lifted. For clarity these are  TBA 

3.3 No coarse fish shall be deliberately killed or removed from the fishery.

4. Fishing Methods and Practices

4.1 Members are required to comply with the Fisheries Regulations of the Environment Agency.

4.2 The only permitted method of fishing is angling with rod and line. Only hooks without barbs shall be used on the Associations lakes. 

4.3 Anglers must use a landing net when the circumstances require it.

4.4 When unhooking a fish, anglers must prevent direct contact between the fish and the ground. This may be achieved for example by unhooking in the hand, in a suspended landing net, on an unhooking mat or other suitable sheet of material.

4.5 Anglers are permitted to use only one rod except on Collins, Knotts, Dobsons, Bellwood, Brimpton and Dixons where those with a Specimen Permit may fish with two rods. 
4.6 Anglers fishing with a single rod may use an additional rod for pike fishing. The two rods must not cover more than 10 metres of water, and must be placed within 2 metres of each other. It is not permissible that both rods should be equipped and baited for pike. Anglers fishing with two rods on a Specimen Permit may not use a third rod for pike fishing. When fishing for pike a wire trace at least 450mm (18 inches) long must be used. Live fish may not be used as bait. Gaffs are not permitted.

4.7 No rod and line may be left unattended in the water. Night lines and eel traps and crayfish traps are prohibited.

4.8 Fish which have been caught must be handled carefully and returned to the water or placed in a keepnet as quickly as possible. Fish must not be moved or transported in keepnets or any other container. Fish must be returned to the water from which they are caught.

4.9 On Willows, Alders, Warwick’s and Bellwood the use of keepnets is restricted to the retention of Dace, Roach, Rudd, Perch or any other small fish. On all waters carp must not be placed in a keepnet or carp sack, or retained by any other method except during a match or for a short time to allow fish to recover from capture. 
4.10 Where a match is due to be fished on a water, anglers must leave that water three hours before the match is scheduled to commence. No other anglers may fish on a water where a match is in progress.

4.11 Weighing of fish must only be done in a manner which causes no harm to the fish, for example in a purpose made weighing sack, or landing net, or plastic bag. The fish must be kept out of the water for the least possible time.

4.12 A Non-fishing guest may accompany an Association member without a guest permit, in which case the Association member shall take full responsibility for the behaviour of said guests, and accepts that the member shall be subject to disciplinary action should the guest in question infringe any Association rule or regulation.

5. Guest Tickets

5.1 Guest Tickets, which are only available to Full Members, may be obtained from local agents. No member may obtain more than two tickets for any one day. Members requesting guest tickets must apply to the agent in person and produce their permit and identity card. Guest Tickets are not transferable. Overnight fishing requires tickets for two consecutive days. Members must accompany their guests at all time and shall be held responsible for their behaviour. Any disciplinary action may be taken against the member rather than the guest.

6. Special Requirements Concerning Young People

6.1 All young Members under the age of 12 years fishing the Association waters, or on the property of the Association must be accompanied by a responsible adult. who is a Full Member or Associate Member of the Association.

6.2 On Bellwood, Pallett’s Pool, Willows, Alders and Warwick’s Water, and on any waters where the public have legitimate bank-side access, The responsible adult need not be a Member of the Association, but can be the young person’s parent or guardian, or somebody acting with the approval of the parent or guardian.

7. Parking of Vehicles

7.1 Parking is restricted to the places marked on the Association maps

7.2 Parking is allowed at First Bridge, Enborne for disabled members only. Cars parked at Dobson’s Choice must be parked facing the earth bank or the fence adjacent to the Middle Ditch. No more than 30 cars may be parked in the old car park.

7.3 No parking is allowed outside the designated areas.

8. Litter

8.1 No litter of any kind must be left. Anglers must remove from the fishery any litter, hooks, line or spent equipment, in or adjacent to their swim whether it is their litter or has been left by others and dispose of it correctly.

9. Open Fires and Barbecues

9.1 Open fires and barbecues are banned on all Association waters and properties unless specifically authorised by the committee, and properly organised. Included in the ban is any device or product where the flame or source of heat cannot be switched off safely and immediately with a switch or controller. Small portable stoves where the flame can be switched off safely and immediately are permitted.

10 Specimen fish

10.1 Specimen fish may be reported to members of the Committee or through local agents. 

10.2 If the fish is to be entered into the Specimen Cup or any of the trophies awarded for the largest of a species, the report must be accompanied by a completed Specimen form, available from local agents, within four weeks of capture. The fish must have been caught on Association water, and be supported by two witnesses. Specimen forms must be received by the Secretary, Match Secretary or local agent by 15th April in any year to be valid for entry. Non-members and Guests may not enter specimen fish for consideration.

11. Camping and the use of Bivvies

11.1 Bivvies or small tents may be used on Association waters for the pursuit of longer periods of angling. They must be set up so as not to impede the progress or angling activity of any other person using the water. All equipment associated with the bivvy, including trolleys and guy lines must not impinge on or restrict any path or right of way.

11.2 On those waters where a close season exists, no bivvy or tent may be set up more than 12 hours before the beginning of the season, or remain set up more than 12 hours after the end of the season.

11.3 Camping and bivvying for anything other than the pursuit of angling is not allowed on the Association waters or property and bivvies must not be left unattended. 

12 Restriction of use of waters

12.1 There may be restrictions placed upon access and use of certain waters for planned works, health and safety or emergency reasons. Details as known at the time shall appear on the annual permit, subsequent restrictions shall be published to the membership through the channels available to the Committee as fully as possible.

 13 Sundry regulations

13.1 It is not permitted to ride bicycles or motorcycles on the Association’s fisheries, except where a towpath, bridleway, or road exists and local byelaws allow such activity, or in the pursuit of Association business.

