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Newbury Angling Association Safety Policy                        

Introduction

Newbury Angling Association (NAA) is committed to manage its operations and facilities within an appropriate code of safety and to be aware of its duty of care to members, contractors and the public. The duty to ensure that all reasonable steps are taken is undertaken by assessment and minimising the risks involved.

Officers, trustees and the committee of NAA as well as organisers of matches, working parties and teachins etc. should take steps to ensure that reasonable care is taken to ensure the safety of those taking part.

Duty Of Care

Whilst the very nature of the sport of angling carries with it some form of risk, taking place as it does by the water and in the countryside it is NAA’s duty, wherever possible to minimise the risk to those taking part and to other members of the public who may have access to the area where the activity is taking place

Risk Assessment

Risk Assessments will be carried out for activities and facilities under the control of NAA. They will consist of a careful examination of what could cause harm (The Hazard), what is in place to reduce the risk of this hazard causing injury and what further measures should reasonably be put in place to further reduce this risk. Risk Assessments will be of a generic nature and assessments will not be made for individual activities such as an individual match or working party unless it is judged to be required by the organiser of the event.

Working Parties

Working Parties are probably one of the higher risk activities undertaken by NAA members in as much as they range from informal ones organised by a group of members (which must not be discouraged) to formal ones under the control of the Fishery Manager or Working Party Co-ordinator. For all working parties appropriate work equipment and safety equipment that has been tested or inspected by a suitably qualified  agency or person will be provided by NAA and participating members encouraged to use it. Any mandatory training that is required will also be provided by NAA. If any doubt exists regarding the safety of a working party operation it must not be undertaken and if necessary advice sought from the committee.

Exceptional Weather

Fishing by its nature takes place in all kinds of weather but organisers of events should be particularly aware of exceptional weather conditions (floods, thunder and lightening etc) and if necessary cancel or re organise the event.

Reporting

Any danger or dangerous occurrence that is noticed by any member should be reported to the committee through the Health and Safety Officer the Secretary or via the NAA website stressing the urgency of any action that is required. In the event of a serious accident or fatality, the emergency services should be called without delay but no comment should be made to the press or to anyone who is not directly involved in the incident.

Contractors

Contractors must be made aware of any hazard that is present in the area where they are working and should be given a copy of the NAA risk assessment for that area The contractor should also provide NAA with a risk assessment for the work which they are going to carry out.

Junior Members

It is the aim of NAA to ensure the safety of junior members but at the same time not to spoil their fun of fishing. To this aim the committee may put in place regulations specifically aimed at junior members. A separate Child Protection Policy will also be put in place.

Responsibilities

It is the responsibility of the committee to ensure that those with delegated rolls within the association understand their responsibilities for the management of risks. It is also the responsibility of the committee to review the implementation of this policy at regular meetings and to ensure that it is communicated to all relevant people as appropriate.

